. |
5 cade175%02 Doc 3201 Filed 03/12/13 Entered 03/13/13 16:07:54 Main Document

. Pg1of3
Pogox 618 RECENED & FILED
/%V/d ~ u t )
RKRus23 | | | MAR 12 2013
' U.S..BARHRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSQURI
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and Arch of their obligation to
- —PRESIDENT ROBERTS

i e These are not form letters; they
© . zr= the genuine sentiments of men
women who have the most to
if Patriot, Peabody and Arch have
zir way. Together, their eloquence
zbled the judge to see our members
zeal human beings, each with a
- zompelling story to tell.”

i Clearly, the judge was moved

= them. Referring to thousands of
ilies whose health care is at risk in
= case, Judge Chapman noted that
. hundreds of hand-written let-
-+ -zzrs have been received by the court

e Fom the people whose hands mine

s she debtors’ coal and their widows
. zad children. Many of them enclosed
~zamily pictures, or lists of ailments and
~- medications. Some of them asked for
"z personal response. All of them were
-+ respectful, and compelling”
: “This decision,” Judge Chap-
. man concluded, “reflects the court’s
- ‘attempt to craft a just and balanced
.. solution to the question of which
- “bankruptcy court will become the
- 77 next custodian, not only of these cases
" but also of these letters.”

- Feasting on misery
= *.One of the factors that may have
. played a part in the courts reason-
“*+.ing was the way that Patriot has gone
~.-about pursuing bankruptcy protection.
Last August, during a time when
Patriot was pleading extreme poverty
‘and claiming it was unable to meet its
- ““:obligations to its workers, its bank-
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ruptcy advisers, Blackstone Advisory
Partners, were reportedly racking up

bills for questionable items, with the

court expected to approve payment.
Among them: a $3,965.60 “client

dinner” for two Blackstone officers

and 15 Patriot managers. According

to the U.S. Trustee, court guidelines
indicate that no more than $20 per
person should be allowable, quite -

a bit below the $233 each that was:
claimed for that lavish dinner. The
trustee also wanted the court'to
suspend 20 percent of all profes- P
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