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24. In the instant case, Bowles Rice respectfully submits that the services for

which it seeks compensation in this Application were necessary for and beneficial to the

Debtors’ estates and their rehabilitation and reorganization effort. Such services were in the best

interests of the Debtors’ estates and creditors. Bowles Rice further submits that the

compensation requested herein is reasonable in light of the nature, extent, and value of such

services to the Debtors, their estates, and all parties in interest.

25. Whenever possible, Bowles Rice sought to minimize the costs of its

services to the Debtors by utilizing talented junior attorneys and paraprofessionals to handle

more routine aspects of case administration. A small group of the same Bowles Rice attorneys

was utilized for the vast majority of the work in these cases to minimize the costs of intra-

Bowles Rice communication and education about the Debtors’ circumstances.

26. The Local Guidelines require that all professional fee applications analyze

the twelve factors for allowance of compensation set forth in Johnson v. Georgia Highway

Express, 388 F.2d 714 (5th Cir. 1974) (the “Johnson Factors”). Bowles Rice submits that its

Application satisfies all of the Johnson Factors, as described below:

(a) Time and labor required. Bowles Rice has described in detail the time

spent and has included a complete summary of the tasks performed, in addition to

providing detailed time entries for each monthly fee statement.

(b) Novelty and difficulty of questions. Bowles Rice’s services on behalf of

the Debtors involve many issues peculiar to the Debtors’ operations and the coal industry

in general. By virtue of its experience with the Debtors and the coal industry, Bowles

Rice is well-suited to represent the Debtors in these matters.

(c) Skill required to perform legal services. While this Court is certainly the

best judge of the skill demonstrated by Bowles Rice lawyers in this engagement, Bowles
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Rice believes that its lawyers have demonstrated consistently the skill levels necessary

for the vigorous representation of the Debtors’ interests in the matters they handled.

(d) Preclusion of employment due to acceptance. Acceptance of this case did

not preclude Bowles Rice from other employment; however, the professionals involved

in this case devoted significant portions of their time to the Debtors’ affairs and were, to

that extent, unable to address other matters.

(e) The customary fees. The rates charged by Bowles Rice in this matter are

substantially lower than rates it charges for similar clients on similar matters.

(f) Whether the fee is fixed or contingent. The fees requested in this

Application are based on neither a fixed nor contingent fee basis; the fees are requested

on an hourly basis.

(g) Time limitations imposed by client or circumstances. This case poses the

normal time pressures inherent in any Chapter 11 case.

(h) The amount involved and the results obtained. Bowles Rice worked

diligently to advocate for its client and obtained results that were reasonable in the

matters Bowles Rice handled.

(i) The experience, reputation, and ability of the attorneys. Bowles Rice is a

full-service law firm well known in the Charleston, West Virginia, and regional legal

markets. The professionals representing the Debtors in this engagement are highly

skilled and experienced in the matters for which they are employed.

(j) The undesirability of the case. These are not undesirable cases. Bowles

Rice is privileged to have the opportunity to represent the Debtors.

(k) The nature and length of the professional relationship with the client.

Bowles Rice has represented the Debtors for several years on matters similar to the ones

for which it has been engaged in these cases.

27. In sum, approval of the compensation for professional services sought

herein is warranted.
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CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE Bowles Rice respectfully requests: (i) an allowance of

compensation for professional services rendered and reimbursement for expenses incurred during

the Compensation Period in the aggregate amount of $319,815.49; (ii) authorization for the

Debtors to pay to Bowles Rice that portion of the compensation and reimbursement amounts not

yet paid; (iii) that the allowance of such compensation for professional services rendered and

reimbursement of expenses incurred be without prejudice to Bowles Rice’s right to seek

additional compensation for services performed and expenses incurred during the Compensation

Period that were not processed at the time of this Application; and (iv) such other and further

relief as is just.

Dated: Charleston, West Virginia
April 15, 2013

By: /s/ Julia A. Chincheck

Julia A. Chincheck
Mark B. D’Antoni
Daniel J. Cohn

BOWLES RICE LLP
600 Quarrier Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
Telephone: (304) 347-1100
Facsimile: (304) 343-3058
Julia A. Chincheck
Mark B. D’Antoni
Daniel J. Cohn

Special Counsel for the Debtors
and Debtors in Possession
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