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403 E. Florence Street 
Windsor, Missouri 6$360 
October 2, 2012 

The Honorsble Shelley C. Cbapmmn
One Bowling Green 
Courtroom 621 
New York, New York 10004-1408 

In Re: Peabody-Patriot Bankruptcy 

Dear Judge Chapmen: 


I em 82 years old, a retired-emproyee"Ol' l pe1fbody-Ooel cJ~)mpAmY-" 
and e member in good standing of the United Mine Workers 
of Americs for over fifty years. 

The ensuing bankruptcy proceedings of Patriot Coal 

Company is of grave concern to me. 


I lead an active life until the agsof 61 when I had 

tri~le-bypa8s surgery. That was followed by surgery for 

8 rniated disc. Whi I recovered from these surgeries, 

I then had a hlp replacement at the of 72, which com­
bined iith oseosrthritis, has limite my physicsl activity. 


Because of these 8e1"je8 of conditions and chronic prosta­
ti ti s, it has beeh neces sliry for me to be under spe al1. s ts t 
care, 8nd I must ta medications to cope with the side 
effects. In 2011 at the age of 80, I was di8gnosed with 

ebetea 2. The medication for thllt Ilone is $146. II 

month. Peripherll neuropathy in addition to the diabetes has 
debilit8ted my physic.l condition. 

I h~ve been married for 60 years to my wife, Florence. At 
the age of 82 she had surgery for breast cancer Stage 2. 
During .the p8styea~sh.e has undergone chemotherapy :and radia­
tion.- -­

We live 90 miles from our specialists lind the cencer center. 

This factor requires travel 3nd over-ni te stsys on occasion. 


At this time in our lives to lose our benefits would be 
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not only discouraging but dis€!Istrou$ Finding smpplementlll 
insurance !!tt our age snd with pre-existing conditions would 
be difficult, and extraordin8rily expensive. 

All our 41 ves v~e have been hones t" hsrd-workingpeople who 
owe no-one. It is very discouraging to think that we may
ruin that reputation with the loss of a pension cback plus
medical benefits that i worked long, harlll hours to receive. 

-_Thank_you fO:rconsidering Borne of these conai tio 
we face as you proceedwItb-tfnis -c-!se.' ..ns thlf 

Respectfully yours, 
R~CD'8~ 

Robert O. Berrett 
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